
 

Cirque de la 

Symphonie 

Join us for a morning  

of music and the incredible feats 

of the human body.  

Weber,  Overture to Phantom of the Opera 

From the famous Broadway opera, the orchestra will 

kick off today’s performance with selections from Phan-

tom of the Opera. A ghostly presence begins haunting an 

opera house, to the harm of the cast and crew.  

 

Cirque de la Symphonie 

features the most 

amazing veterans of 

exceptional cirque  

programs throughout 

the world—aerial  

flyers, acrobats,     

contortionists, dancers, 

jugglers, balancers,   

and strongmen.  

10:30am 

Friday, Oct. 27 

 

Saint Saëns, Danse Macabre 
This piece depicts Halloween night, when Death comes 

to raise the dead in his favorite dance. You’ll hear the 

Harp signal the stroke of midnight and the music begins. Listen for the skele-

tons’ bones rattling as they dance, and for the rooster’s crow, which signals the 

end of the night.  

John Williams, Devil’s Dance, Witches of Eastwick 
When a mysterious stranger shows up in the small town of Eastwick, he targets 

three women, who he puts under a spell. When the women realize that he is the 

Devil, they vow to get their revenge on him, turning to witchcraft to get back at 

the man who has caused them harm.  

Khachaturian, Lezghinka from Gayaneh  

The Lezghinka is a dance that is traditionally a solo 

male dance, but can also be danced as a couple’s dance. 

During the dance, the man imitates the movements of 

an eagle, with large arm movements and rapid feet 

movement. The woman imitates a swan, using smooth 

graceful motions. Together the dance becomes more 

intense until both are dancing in a fury.  



Katchaturian, Valse from Masquerade  
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The story of Masquerade will tear at your heartstrings. This waltz is a beautiful dance at the ball, though the 

consequences are deadly. At a ball, a jealous husband becomes suspicious of his wife. After a long investiga-

tion, he kills her for her unfaithfulness. The other man comes, and explains a large misunderstanding has 

taken place, to which the husband is inconsolable.  

Smetana,  Dance of the Comedians from The Bartered Bride 

This dance happens in the third act of The Bartered Bride opera, when a group of comedi-

ans and circus folk come to a town to perform. This lively dance is called a Scokna, and is a 

Slavic dance performed in duple meter.  

Williams,  Flight to Neverland from Hook 

When Peter Pan chooses to move out of Neverland and grow up, 

he forgets his childhood past with the Lost Boys. After his new 

friends are kidnapped by Captain Hook, Peter returns to Never-

land, to the anger of Tinkerbell and the Lost Boys, who believe he abandoned them. After remembering 

and accepting his past, Peter regains his ability to fly and returns to his position as leader of the Lost Boys, 

to fight Captain Hook once more.  

Intermission  

Rimsky-Korsakov, Danse des Bouffons  

from The Snow Maiden  

In this piece, lively dancers are keeping themselves warm and entertained 

as they keep watch in the woods. You may recognize this piece, as it is a 

winter classic.  

Mussorgsky, Night on Bald Mountain  

You may recognize this piece from Disney’s Fantasia. 

Based on a Russian poem, a peasant boy falls asleep 

on the side of Bald Mountain. Around him witches, 

spectres and spirits dance as they await Chernobog, 

the demon of the mountain. The evil beings worship 

him and perform a Sabbath dance. As the morning 

prayer bell rings, however, the creatures retreat back 

into the mountain from which they came. The peasant 

boy wakes up as the sun rises.  
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Bernstein, Overture to Candide 

Though the overture is more famous than the opera itself, Candide is a musical source of intensely 

rousing music. The story of Candide is tragic, as he is separated from his friends and family in his 

war-torn country. By the end of the opera he is once again united with his friends. This piece has  

become part of orchestral canon (regularly performed musical literature). Listen and find out why!  

Falla, Ritual Fire Dance from El Amor Brujo  

This piece is a scene from the ballet about a young woman afraid 

of the ghost of her dead husband. She rouses the townspeople 

to help her get rid of the ghost, and they all join in the ritual fire 

dance. As the woman dances faster and faster her husband’s 

ghost is sucked into the fire to disappear forever.  

Grieg, In the Hall of the Mountain King from Peer Gynt  

You’ll recognize this famous piece. Our hero, Peer Gynt, stands before the Mountain King, a troll, and his 

court of goblins and ghouls. The creatures become manic as they wish to fight the hero.  

Williams, Raiders of the Lost Ark from Raiders of the Lost Ark  

The famous theme beckons Indiana Jones to adventure across the 

world, seeking ruins and treasurers. “I wanted to evoke a biblical at-

mosphere, turning pages back to antiquity,” Williams says.  

Katchaturian, Sabre Dance from Gayaneh  

Are you a Buffalo Sabres fan? Then you’ve heard this piece before! The sabre dance has become a Buffalo 

anthem, playing at the KeyBank Center. In the ballet Gayaneh, the dancers show their skills with swords 

in an Armenian tradition. The piece has since become a popular icon, showing up 

in television shows, such as The Simpsons and Spongebob Squarepants. The 

piece is exciting from the first timpani sounds until the final orchestra strike! 

Bach, Toccata & Fugue in D minor  

Sousa, Nobles of The Mystic Shrine  

You may associate this music with Halloween. Originally written to test pipe or-

gans after they were installed in churches, the image of an eerie organist playing 

this piece has stuck in people’s minds.  

Today’s program will close with a Sousa march, written for the Masonic frater-

nity called the Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. Though 

the club is rumored to have ties with ancient Egypt, they are mostly a social organization.  



Explore and Learn: 

Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra 

As Buffalo’s cultural ambassador, the Grammy Award-winning 

Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra, under Music Director JoAnn 

Falletta, presents more than 120 Classics, Pops and Youth 

Concerts each year.  Over 50,000 people are reached yearly 

through the Orchestra’s educational programming. 

Since 1940, the orchestra’s permanent home has been  

Kleinhans Music Hall, a National Historic Landmark designed 

by Eliel and Eero Saarinen with an international reputation as 

one of the finest concert halls in the United States. 

JoAnn Falletta, Conductor 

Friday Morning  

Concert Series 

BUFFALO PHILHARMONIC 

ORCHESTRA 

education@bpo.org 

This program features many traditional dances from different cul-

tures.  It also combines cirque movement with music, creating a new 

work of art that incorporates both together.   

 

Movement and music have gone together since the beginning of 

time.  Both can help us communicate and express emotions and 

ideas, or even tell stories.  Select a piece of music that speaks to you, 

and move to the music.  How do your movements help express how 

you feel about that music?  Share your experience with a friend.    

 

 


