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BPO, JoAnn Falletta release new album showcasing violin 
virtuosity and a world-premiere recording 

A Hero's Life features BPO Concertmaster Nikki Chooi in a contemporary violin 
concerto and Richard Strauss' Ein Heldenleben 

  

  

 

The Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra and Music Director JoAnn Falletta are proud to announce their 
new album, A Hero's Life, released on the BPO's Beau Fleuve Records label. The album pairs 
Richard Strauss' monumental orchestral tone poem, Ein Heldenleben, with the world-premiere 
recording of Behzad Ranjbaran's Concerto for Violin and Orchestra. Recorded live at Kleinhans 
Music Hall in Spring 2025, the release highlights Falletta and the orchestra's dynamic artistry 
across two works written a century apart, united by their celebration of the violin—both featuring 
the expressive brilliance of BPO Concertmaster Nikki Chooi. 
 

https://bpo.my.salesforce-sites.com/ticket/#/instances/a0FUW000005gMSf2AM


Strauss' thrilling Ein Heldenleben, Op. 40—"A Hero's Life" in German—opens the album, 
performed by the full forces of the BPO under Falletta's baton. Regarded as one of Strauss' most 
ambitious tone poems (i.e. orchestral works that portray a story), the 45-minute masterwork 
presents a grand portrait of struggle, triumph, and reflection. The violin plays a central narrative 
role in a demanding extended solo, performed by Chooi with stunning nuance and passion. 

The Concerto for Violin and Orchestra by Iranian contemporary composer Behzad Ranjbaran 
presents an evocative blend of musical traditions, inspired by the ancient Persian string instrument, 
the kamancheh. The concerto has earned international acclaim since its first performance by 
Joshua Bell and the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic in 2003, exploring the violin's full spectrum of 
color. Chooi brings his virtuosity to this world-premiere recording, illuminating the depth and 
cultural influence of Ranjbaran's compositional style alongside Falletta and the full orchestra. 

With more than 65 albums to their credit, Falletta and the BPO continue to expand their recorded 
legacy through Beau Fleuve Records, the BPO's homegrown label. A Hero's Life reflects the 
ensemble's commitment to championing new music, while honoring the orchestral traditions that 
have shaped generations of listeners. The world-premiere recording of the Ranjbaran concerto 
marks a significant addition to the contemporary violin repertoire, while the Strauss performance 
captures the BPO's unmistakable passion for the great compositions of the late-Romantic era. 

Falletta shares, "The violin has emerged as an instrument of unparalleled emotional expression 
and virtuosic brilliance. Pairing Ranjbaran's Violin Concerto with Strauss' Ein Heldenleben seemed 
a natural celebration of the instrument, of Nikki Chooi, and of all the extraordinary musicians of the 
Buffalo Philharmonic." 

A Hero's Life CDs are available to purchase online at bpo.org/recordings and at the Kleinhans 
Music Hall Box Office. The album will be available on major music streaming platforms soon. 
 
Visit bpo.org/recordings to view the orchestra's discography. Find images here. For additional 
information and interviews, contact Simone Viola at sviola@bpo.org. 

  

  
 

About the BPO's recording history: 
 
The Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra takes pride in its rich history of musical exploration and 
innovation. Its partnership with Naxos Records stands as a testament to a shared dedication to 
bringing lesser-known works to the forefront. Guided by the wisdom and encouragement of 
Klaus Heymann, the orchestra has delved deep into the symphonies of artists such as Vítězslav 
Novák, Joseph Suk, Marcel Tyberg, Reinhold Glière, Zoltán Kodály, and many other talented 
composers. 

In their commitment to diversifying offerings and reaching a broader audience, the BPO 
established the Beau Fleuve Records label in 1999. Drawing its name from the moniker given to 
the Western NY region by early French missionaries, it celebrates the beauty and majesty of 
Niagara and its cascading falls. This homegrown label has enabled the BPO to curate a varied 
selection of musical narratives, from pieces commissioned by the orchestra, solo endeavors by 
principal players, recollections of tours, to the melodies that have resonated deeply with 
audiences. The Beau Fleuve label has become a platform to showcase the best performances 
from JoAnn Falletta's International Guitar Concerto Competition, to embrace classical 

https://bpo.org/recordings/
http://www.bpo.org/recordings/
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compositions, to honor living composers, and to feature soloists who have shared a special 
bond with the BPO. 

To learn more about the BPO's storied history, distinguished conductors and world-class musicians, 
and commitment to IDEA, visit the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra.  
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